HEARTBREAK HOUSE

even to himself, and is apt to pick up and accept what he reads
about himself and other people in the papers, except when the
writer is rash enough to commit himself on technical points. It
was not uncommon during the war to hear a soldier, or a civilian
engaged on war work, describing events within his own ex-
perience that reduced to utter absurdity the ravings and maun-
derings of his daily paper, and yet echo the opinions of that
paper like a parrot. Thus, to escape from the prevailing confusion
and folly, it was not enough to seek the company of the ordinary
man of action: one had to get into contact with the master spirits.
This was a privilege which only a handful of people could enjoy.
For the unprivileged citizen there was no escape. To him the
whole country seemed mad, futile, silly, incompetent, with no
hope of victory except the hope that the enemy might be just as
mad. Only by very resolute reflection and reasoning could he re-
assure himself that if there was nothing more solid beneath these
appalling appearances the war could not possibly have gone on
for a single day without a total breakdown of its organization.

THE MAD ELECTION

Happy were the fools and the thoughtless men of action in
those days. The worst of it was that the fools were very strongly
represented in parliament, as fools not only elect fools, but can
persuade men of action to elect them too. The election that im-
mediately followed the armistice was perhaps the maddest that
has ever taken place. Soldiers who had done voluntary and heroic
service in the field were defeated by persons who had apparently
never run a risk or spent a farthing that they could avoid, and
who even had in the course of the election to apologize publicly
for bawling Pacifist or Pro-German at their opponent. Party
leaders seek such followers, who can always be depended on to
walk tamely into the lobby at the party whip's orders, provided
the leader will make their seats safe for them by the process
which was called, in derisive reference to the war rationing
system, "giving them the coupon." Other incidents were so
grotesque that I cannot mention them without enabling the